
2026 Natural Gas Readiness Regional Forum – Northeast 
(in association with the Natural Gas Readiness Forum) 
 

This event is not sponsored by the National Association of State Energy Officials, NASEO, nor is it part of the 2026 
National Association of State Energy Officials Northeast Regional Meeting agenda. 

BACKGROUND 
The American Gas Association (AGA) in collaboration with regional natural gas associations and other energy 
trade associations is hosting the 2026 Natural Gas Readiness Regional Forums. These events are an 
extension of the Natural Gas Readiness Forum (NGRF), which was recommended by the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Gas & Electric Alignment for Reliability (GEAR) 
Task Force and is administered by AGA. 
 

The regional forum presentations will explore various regionally-specific topics related to the reliability of the 
energy system and how the natural gas system prepares for high demand seasons and severe weather 
events. The event is intended to foster regional operational education, situational awareness, and peer-to-peer 
connections across the natural gas industry, the electric sector, and end-users. 
 

EVENT REGISTRATION  
To register for the Northeast Regional Forum, click here.  
 
LOCATION & DATE 
In conjunction with the 2026 National Association of State Energy Officials (NASEO) Northeast Regional 
Meeting May 28th at the Cambridge Innovation Center (225 Dyer Street) in Providence, RI 
 

AUDIENCE 
Natural gas utilities, transmission, gathering and processing, and production with services in the Northeast 
region; State Energy Offices; State Emergency Management Agencies; Public Utility Commissions, North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC); Department of Energy (DOE); Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC).  
 

IN COLLABORATION WITH 
NASEO and members of Readiness Forum Advisory Group  
 

PROGRAM AGENDA  
Working Lunch  (12:30 to 1:00 PM)  

Facilitator: Kimberly Denbow, AGA 
− Welcome & Antitrust Compliance Guidelines (Kimberly Denbow & Matthew Agen, AGA) 
− Opening Remarks (Rhode Island Commissioner Ron Gerwatowski) 
− Northeast Weather Forecast (Matthew Doody, NOAA) 

General Session  (1:00 to 1:45 PM) 
Facilitator: Matthew Agen, AGA 
− Northeastern Electric Outlook (Mike Knowland, ISO New England) 
− Northeastern Natural Gas Outlook (National Grid, Invited) 
− Northeastern Coordination Initiative (Alana Daly, Northeast Gas Association) 

Break  (1:45 to 2:00 PM) 

Regional Tabletop Emergency Exercise – (2:00 to 5:00 PM (break at approximately 3:30)) 
By invitation only; no media 
Opening Remarks: Amanda Sramek 
− Exercise - Jonathon Monken, Converge Strategies

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=YXzPj3J4_EyOYnwTW-nmhKnXZzH61B9Li4y4m585Nu9UNDU3R1lKTUI0MldJSUYyS1U3SVNYSE82QS4u
https://cic.com/districthallpvd/


 

 

 
 

 
 

Antitrust Compliance Guidelines 

The American Gas Association and its member companies are committed to full compliance with all laws and 

regulations, and to maintaining the highest ethical standards in  the  way  we conduct  our  operations  and 

activities. Our commitment includes strict compliance with federal  and  state  antitrust  laws.  You  bear  the 

ultimate responsibility for assuring that your actions comply with applicable antitrust laws and these Guidelines. 

➢ DO share these guidelines with attendees at AGA meetings and events 

➢ DO consult counsel early on all potential antitrust issues (e.g., data requests, standard setting, 

information sharing, etc.) 

➢ DO consult with counsel on any documents, requests, or non-routine correspondence that potentially 

raise antitrust concerns. 

➢ DO have an agenda for all AGA meetings, and stick to it. Ask counsel to attend meetings where sensitive 

antitrust subjects might arise. 

 
➢ DO NOT, without prior review by counsel, discuss: 

o Confidential business matters and competitively sensitive information 
o Prices, discounts, terms of sale, profit margins 
o Allocating markets, energy services, customers, or service territories 
o Whether or not to conduct business with any other company 
o The performance of any specific product, vendor, or service provider 

➢ DO NOT stay at a meeting or any other gathering where those kinds of discussions are occurring. 

➢ DO NOT create any documents that might be misinterpreted to suggest that AGA condones or is involved 

in anticompetitive behavior. 
 

Safety Related Issues 

Information related to product defects or 

safety issues that are not an imminent threat 

and touch on competitive issues or focus on 

a specific product may be exchanged if 

based on: 

➢ A notice issued by a federal or state 

regulator with jurisdiction 

➢ A notice issued by the manufacturer 

➢ Objective, data-driven analysis filed with a 

regulator with jurisdiction 

 
All safety related communications should be 

based on observed, objective, repIicable data-

driven analysis. The affected vendors must be 

alerted. 

Price and Cost Information 

Price and cost information may generally be shared if: 

➢ The data is more than 3 months old 

➢ There are at least 5 providers for each statistic and 

no individual response  is more than 25% on a 

weighted basis, and 
➢ The data is collected by a third-party (e.g., AGA) 

and sufficiently aggregated so that no individual 

provider's data is identifiable. 

 
Long-term forecasts and the discussion of general 

market conditions directed to a public audience are 

generally acceptable. 

 
Discussion of the cost impact of a proposed regulation 

in support of advocacy efforts is generally acceptable. 

 

If you have specific questions about these Guidelines or potential antitrust concerns, please 

contact the AGA Office of General Counsel or your company's legal counsel. 
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