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Consolidating The 
Hemisphere
o“Buying” 

Greenland
oGolden Dome
oBorder Security
oCartels as FTOs
oTaking Panama 

Canal ‘Back’
o ‘Breaking’ the 

USMCA
oVenezuela-Use of 

Force
oHigh Tariffs on 

Brazil



What is Geoeconomics?

Geoeconomics is the use of a country’s economic strength to exert influence on foreign 
entities to achieve geopolitical or economic goals.

Historical 
behaviors in 
geoeconomically
-motivated great 
powers



US Energy 
Profile 
(Key 
Themes)

• Gas is back:  $83 billion in new investments and 
the projects coming online

• Nuclear Renaissance: SMRs, tech partnerships, 
and the next wave of advanced reactors

• Big Tech meets Big Energy: Google, Meta, and 
Amazon are reshaping the U.S. grid especially 
given AI demands

• Net Zero and “The Energy Transition” are out. 
Energy policies that will drive GDP growth and 
meeting energy’s natural hierarchy of needs are in.

• LNG Dominance: Global production expected to 
grow by 50% by 2030. The U.S. is now the world’s 
top LNG exporter – what’s next for global markets?



Trump’s Approach

•3 big sticks…in 
combination
�US Energy 

‘Dominance’
�US Industry (And 

Intervention)
�Economic 

Statecraft (Tariffs 
and Sanctions)



“Even considering tariffs alone, one may thus 
detect a confluence of various elements: an 
economic goal (i.e., better terms of trade), foreign 
policy considerations (economic security), and a 
political agenda (fairness and distribution). An 
element of cultural protest against intellectual 
elites may be at play as well, alleging that they 
have defended neoliberal systems and the resultant 
extreme inequality on the grounds of economic 
efficiency.
Tariffs may thus be seen as a manifestation of a 
broad, transversal movement involving 
economics, diplomacy, politics, and culture. In 
this light, discussing U.S. policy solely in terms of 
tariffs is too narrow an approach. A more holistic 
perspective on the policy is needed.”
Deputy Governor of the Bank of Japan, Himino 
Ryozo (September 2, 2025)



Trump and 
‘Energy 

Dominance’

Objectives of the National Energy 
Dominance Council

1) Ensure energy independence 
through the use of domestic 
fossil fuels and nuclear power; 

2) Influence global energy 
prices; 

3) Provide affordable, reliable 
energy to Americans and our 
allies; and 

4) Reduce dependence on 
China’s green energy supply 
chains. 

These goals reflect a realist 
approach to energy policy, 
grounded in national interest and 
(perceived) global leverage



























Trump Approach At Work-Politics ‘Trump’ 
Economics
• US-EU and Ukraine-Russia
• Trump Route for International Peace and Prosperity (TRIPP)
• IMEEC
• US-India
• Asia and Alaska LNG
• Venezuela 



US-EU and Ukraine-Russia



Russia Oil Price Cap



Russia-Energy and Finance



Azerbaijan, Armenia, and TRIPP





US-India Tariffs
https://archive.is/2025.08.05-221239/https://www.wsj.com/
world/india/india-defies-trump-on-russian-oil-despite-tariff-t
hreats-0298d751
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39
Heads of State Meetings 

in 5 Years

17 out of 31
Countries Joined

One Belt, One Road

$155+ 
Billion 

Loans China Has Provided 
Since 2007

56 

Port Projects

$500 
Billion

China’s trade goal by 2025

25  

Port Calls in 10 Years

70%   

Increase in PLA(N) Port Calls 
in Last 5 Years

$615+ Million
Weapons Sales to Venezuela 
in 10 Years

COLOMBIA

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

ARGENTINA

PERU

NICARAGUA

PANAMA

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

VENEZUELA

BRAZIL

CHI
LE

CUBA

HAITI

BOLIVIA

PARAGUAY

ECUADOR
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COSTA RICA

SURINAME
GUYANA

ANTIGUA &
BARBUDA

DOMINICA

One Belt, One 
Road Members

GRENADA

Recent Diplomatic 
Switch

At Risk of 
Switching 
Diplomatic 
Recognition in 
2019

Space Tracking 
Station

BELIZE    

GUATEMALA
ST. LUCIA

EL SALVADOR

Major Chinese IT 
Footprint

Chinese-funded 
Port

HONDURAS

JAMAICA

25 out of 31
Countries Host Chinese 
Infrastructure Projects

BAHAMAS

34







Discussion/Q&A



Dr. Scott 
Smitson Contact 
Information

• Scott.Smitson@gmail.com
• (812) 320-0010
• https://www.linkedin.com/in/scott

-smitson-8b782682/

mailto:Scott.Smitson@gmail.com
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Key 
Takeaways

Geopolitical tensions are higher today than they have been 
for decades, posing significant threats to businesses and 
investments worldwide.

Business Leaders should embed geopolitical analysis into 
their due diligence processes at the country, industry, and 
company level, and continuously monitor how geopolitical 
risks evolve as they engage with portfolio companies.

It is also critical to assess the economic consequences of 
military conflicts and geopolitical rivalries (e.g. Ukraine, 
Middle East, and South China Sea/Taiwan)

Leadership plays a crucial role in how organizations 
navigate crises and uncertainty, including the ability to make 
decisions with limited information and without allowing past 
lessons to overly dictate future decisions.
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